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21 October 1947 



FROM : Chief, FBM 

SUBJECT : Recommendation for tfse of Zsolt Aradi . • - 

JudJC- 

1. Assuming that all difficulties as to naturalization 

of Aradi and his family have been straightened out, we recom- 
mend that his employment by this organization be continued. 



[ 2* Appraisal of his contacts and production, and con- 
versations with various staff members, show that his best \ 

production undoubtedly lies in ^the field of positive intelli- \ 

gence on the subject of Vatican policy*. He has a Catholic j 

'and jesuitical_educ£tion, giving him the appropriate background j 
for tEls type of work,, and is estimated by ^ 4 j 

to be perhaps our best operator in this fiej.u at present. . His 
-past .operations , . as well as his normal social and occupational i 
background, have prpvided him with a wide range of contacts, 
most of which deal with this target. * '* 

Aradi should encounter only minor difficulties in 
obtaining cover as a correspondent in Italy, since he is a, 
competent journalist, if we decide to return him to Italy. ,? 
as" a correspondent, he will necessarily have to work out 
most of the details himself. We may be able to assist him; 
in -many ways, as for example with recommendations to possible 
employers . 0 

4. Since Aradi is well known as a rightist, both In/' 
Hungary and Italy, (as well as having oncp :b.een named in a | 
Hungarian newspaper editorial as an American Intelligence | 
agent), he must be considered partially : blown to other In-j 
telligence services, and will have; to operate on a semi-overt 
basis. We feel that his cover is little more than a valid 
reason for his presence in Italy, "although it will to some, 
extent screen. his intelligence contacts as well as contacts 

with his case officer. ~ ,, j ^ 

5. ? Since he has functioned as a staff officer in the £ 

past, .the charige to chief , agent status may* Be s omewhat ‘diflji^ % 
cult for him to make. However, since Various staff members 
have pointed out that he finds enjoyment in^the work.es such, 
rather than In his official position, we belieVe that the 
necessity for such handling of his case can.be made clear to 
him. . ... 
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6. -Aradl has been engaged recently on the operation of 
Project BELLABONNA. According to the head of the SC peek for 
Germany, the $C : value of this operation is almost nil; apd 
the positive product has been insignificant. On the other 
hand, he has demonstrated the ability to develop contacts \in 
Bavaria among potential members of the future German govern- 
ment* Exploitation of these capabilities will not be hampered 
by cover as a correspondent in Italy, since he c wlll always have 
sufficient reason to travel, especially between the Holy see 
and Catholic Bavaria. 

7. The following action is therefore recommended: 

a) : That he be debriefed ^ex tensive ly a^ to current ^ 
operations on .his arrival, as well as on ' the T Vatican situation; 

t , c c) 

b) * That he be assisted in establishing residence 
here and in effecting his naturalization; 

c) That all aspects of his future operations be 

discussed with him in detail, both as to main targets^ and pos- 
sible cover arrang erne n t s ; : ' 

* - • j** 

i d) ' That, in the absence of indications that another 
course of action wo^ld be preferable, plans be made through FBP 
to obtain cover as a correspondent for his return to Italy, 
where^he will operate mainly on ^positive intelligence targets 
concerning the Vatican* I 
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SECRET 

APPENDIX I 



Ffith X* CoP5 



NAivIE: Aradi, Zsolt 

CODE: Carryall, formerly Kilkenny, Sarazen, no pseudonym known:. 



PERS ONAL HISTORY 

Date of Birth: 
place of Birth: 
Father: 



Mother: 

wiife* 

Children: 



Njat tonality; 
documentation: 



ucation: 



R-eligion : 
P,p litres 



Work History: 
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, Language^: 

= r 
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RECRUITMENT : 
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29 April 1908 
Zombor, Hungary 

Arpad, born in Szolnok, Hungary in 1877; con- 
verted to Catholicism from Jewish faith 
Julianna (born Szelay) born in Gyongyos / Hungary, , 
now living in Balatonkarattya, Hungary, with , 
her husband. ' 

Erdmute Ach, born in Koenigsberg, East Prussia** 
in 1912; now living in Rome. 

Claudio, 11 4 * 

Juliana, 5 
Michael, 2 

One of the children is his wifeis from, a pre- 
vious marriage, and all three are now. in Rome 
with the mother. 

^Stateless ^ 

None legally; his wile and children have 
Hungarian passports on which the visas are due 
to expire and cannot be renewed. 

Elementary school 1914-1918 'in Magyarovar., 

Hungary and Vienna; High school from 1919-1931 - 

in Trencsen and Kaposvar, Hungary; University 
of Budapest Law School from 1926-1931. 

Hungarian Catholic: (moderate) 

Member pf Kereszteny party. 

Member of' Free Hungarian Committee, Rome. * * , 

Christian socialist Unions . 

In general to be- described as liberal, right ©f 
center. 

1923-1943, free lance journalist and writer on 
Hungarian periodicals. 

Founded Ko nxnk szava (Roman Catholic Socialist 
Review) " 

Editor? of J ljsk er (Uj Korj^ 

On manager ial s taFf of M&gyaraag before it turned 
Nazi :/ Editor of Nanzetl" u Jaag " ' * ■ 5 *« 

June 1941- June press Attache to Hungarian * 

"Consulate, Milano : June 1943-May 1944 press 

Attache to Hungarian Legation to the Holy See. 

At least Magyar, Italian and English. Probably 
French and 1 ; German 

On recommendation of Baron Ap$£, Hung ar i an 
Minister to the Vatican, ahd^-codf irmation from 
Myron . 0=.-^ay lor^,=Pr es=iden.tial --r e pr e s en t a t i v e 
to the Holy see, .done by Robert p. Joyce.* 

J"' ^ 

SB 



o 



iuu JTC.X OPa-a/V /i/v/vf >■ Ts m.'Hr. Kta'CflA. 

SkTIMX ^ -&-c» d^noe^J^ — > 

O njLuyo^-a_P (y\As*>vS^jtj%. eP 

x^jfcw *1 _ T6x lo<l 



iv 3?yu>a w<^ W / <* 1 * 4(0 - iQ>«_ . 0<^a- soos duirj 1 . oa 

Cm Q^uu^v. »** OAfec£<. |4 m^^vu)^v 

Personal data - Wife, Margaret Srdmute, German descent, Hungarian national 
S children} - Claudio, 11; Juliana, 5; Michael, 2 (1944) » 

parents - father, inspector of schools (Jew converted to Catholicism); ' ! 
Mother) school teacher (Aryan Catholic) * 

• • • ii 

Work History - 1923-1943, free lance Journalist and writer, Hungarian 
periodicals. Founded "Koimnk Szava" (Roman ICatholic Socialist Review).; 

• also*editor of "Usker" (also written "Uj Kor n ) , on managerial staff of 
"Magyarsag" before it became a Nazi organ; later an editor of "Nemzeti 
UJsagT. . . . -1 

JtJhe, 1941 - June, 1943 - press Attache, Jungarian Consulate at Milano. 

* 6/43 - 6/44 Hung, press Attache, Legation to the Holy See. 






member of 
Socialist 



Politics member of Kereszteny Party (not suppressed after putsch 19/3 (441 
Christian Socialist Unions . 9bu.*-l<+ . 1 

Contacts Barron Gabriel Apor (subject claims to be intimate and to have I 
influence with the Baron), former Hungarian Minister, to Holy See. \ 

Address (1944) Via Mar tiri Fascist!, 75. •• 

Rev. Luttor (1944 head of Hungarian Legation to Holy See) 

Szasz - Director Royal Hungarian Legation at Quirinal (1944 under ^7 
protection of Swedish) \ . 

Seredi - prince Primate _of. Hungary. 

Szentmiklesy, Szegedi Maszak, Count Dessewffy Gynla)" “ ■ " , ' t ‘ 

Document #30067, 11/11/44 

On trip to Rome in early March, 1947, hour ce had conference with l 

Ferenc Vajta, former Hungarian newspaperman, , who fa^l) worked for French 
IS and had been arrested by both CIC and French befg&t&e : of alleged j 

ilazi activity. See Q file. J ' 

Appointment arranged by Father Tibor Gaxlus, head !of Hung, relief in Rom< 
Information from PIHA-299, 14/3/47 /‘Subject: , Ferenc Vajta, French Agent, 

Current objectives: Moving among Catholic clergy to explore possibilities of obtaining 

operational facilities, such as courier services and safe houses, in add! tioa 
to his efforts to develop long-range sources. 

Initial contacts with Bavarian Minister of Economics provide lead to penetration 
of future Geman government. 

MGMA-3 3 , Progress Report for June, 14 July 1947 



